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Family Codes 

 
AutoCAD Electrical 2019 

 

Components used in AutoCAD® Electrical are named specifically around family codes and these 
Family Codes correspond to the table names found in the default_cat.mdb database file. When you 

select  to assign a part number, AutoCAD® Electrical looks at the 2nd and 3rd character in 
the symbol's file name and opens the associated catalogue database table. A contactor coil, as an 
example, has a symbol block name of VMS1 or HMS1 and therefore will look up the MS table when 

 is selected. 

The default electrical family tables are as follows: 
 

   

New tables can be added easily. Please see the following Tips & Tricks: 

Adding a Table to the Catalogue Database 

https://www.cadlinecommunity.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/201736512-AutoCAD-Electrical-2016-Adding-a-Table-to-the-Catalogue-Database
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Existing table descriptions can be altered by editing the default_cat.mdb using Microsoft® Access®. 
Open the file and edit the _FAMILY_DESCRIPTION table. 

Either right click on the table >  or double left click on the table. 

  

 
As an example, you may wish to edit the description for the table DV. 
Locate DV in the FAMILY column and enter a description in the DESC column. 
 

 Save the changes 
 
Although a new family can be added into the _FAMILY_DESCRIPTION table within Microsoft® 
Access®, it doesn’t create the necessary new table for the family. As an example, for the family of 
CR, there is also a table within the default_cat.mdb file called CR. 
Therefore, it is strongly recommended that you add new tables as described previously 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 


