¢~ White Paper

Reference: WP-MFG-00249 June 2013
Guide by Luke Davenport

Page 1 of 5

Inventor 2014 — Merge Material Library From
Previous Release

Inventor 2014 (onwards)

New releases of Inventor often contain new materials and appearances as part of the default installed library. With materials
and appearances being contained in .adsklib library files since Inventor 2013, Inventor users need to decide whether to use the
default installed InventorMaterialLibrary.adsklib file (to add their own materials to) or create their own company library (eg,
CadlineMaterials.adsklib, and then they may wish to merge their current company library with the newly installed libraries for
the new release (in order to benefit from any new materials that may be present). This White Paper details how to take an old
.adsklib file and extract the custom materials into the newly installed Inventor Material Library. This technique can be varied
depending on desired result but can be used as a working starting point.

Note: This White Paper only covers materials but appearances can be merged using a similar technique.

Process:

1) Take a copy of your 2013 adsklib file. Rename it and put it in your 2014 Design data\Materials folder. NOTE: | have
found it best to not use spaces in the name of the adsklib file.
2) Inthe Inventor projects dialogue box, right click on the Inventor Material Library and remove it.

Projects ﬂ

Project name ,'r Project location

W CAD WIP C:\CAD WIPY
Default
Examples C:\EXAMPLESY
Interactive Tutorials C:\Users\Public\Documents\Autodesk\Inventor 2014\ Interactive Tutoriall

E Project - | A|
€7 Type = Single User o
Location = C:\CAD WIP), |:|
A Induded file = —

of Use Style Library = Read-Write |;|

@" Appearance Libraries —

= @ Material Libraries |}|

% Autodesk Material Library —
i {imventor Haterat ibrary

3 Workspace v | Active Library

@ Workgroup Search Paths Remove Library
@ Libraries - :I

Mew ] [ Browse... ] [ Save ] | Apply | [ Dane I
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3) Inthe Inventor projects dialogue box, right click on Material Libraries for your company project file and hit ‘Add Library’

Projects
Project name ," Project location
" CAD WIP C:\CAD WIPY
Default
Examples C:\EXAMPLESY
Interactive Tutorials Ci\Jsers\Public\Documents\Autodeski\Inventor 2014\ Interactive Tutorialy

E: Project i |:|
!3 Type = Single User W :
[ab] Location = C:\CAD WIPY Ed

] Induded file =
of% Use Style Library = Read-Write
ﬁ‘ Appearance Libraries

m
E3

SR Haterial Libre , 7]

Autodes Add Library a
ﬁ Inventor Mate Restore System Default L4
@ Workspace

@ Workgroup Search Paths :
3 Libraries - | &

T

MNew l [ Browse...

—

[ Save ] | Apply | l Done

4) Find your 2013 library adsklib file and add it.

L Select a library
®v| .. % Public » Public Documents » Autodesk » Inventor 2014 » Design Data » Materials »
Organize = Mew folder
‘El Recent Places  # Mame . Date modified Type
& Autodesk 360 .
L AT 12/06,/2013 10:55 File folder
1 INVENTORTEMF )
.. Bend Tables 12/06,/2013 10:55 File folder
1) CAD WIP .
| Cable & Harness 12/06,/2013 10:55 File folder
1 EXAMPLES . . )
s . Design Accelerator 12/06/2013 10:55 File folder
= 1 DWG-DXF 12/06,/2013 10:55 File folder
1) BLOG WIP .
1) GOST 12/06,/2013 10:55 File folder
i = . InventorMaterialLibrary.fbm 13/05/201311:14 File folder
. Libraries L -
1) Optimization 12/06,/2013 10:57 File folder
@ Docurmnents . . )
J'F s . Simulation 12/06,/2013 10:57 File folder
st ) Tube & Pipe 12/06/201310:57  Filefolder
(=] Pictures .
B vid L KLS 12/06,/2013 10:57 File folder
aees L1 [ InventorMaterialLib 05 ADSKLIB File
Luke Material Library 2013.adsklib 04,/06/2013 12:49
18 Computer
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5) Now make your material library the default library in the project file by double clicking on it

6) Save and close the project file and create a new part in Inventor.

7) Open the material browser and confirm that your copied material library is present

Autodesk Inventor Professional

Materi{  Document Materials > Bi=-
m Name ~ Category
v A [ Generic Misc
[fartd]
i
B Do:-
— D eng “ V> LukeMaterialLibrary2013 V> Bi=-
v "g"e ; Name ~ Category -
Favorites s 2
e ABS Plasti Plastic
»E Autodesk Material Library L g < : e
.m! | M — !! !!!! cetal Resin, Black lastic
Acetal Resin, White Plastic
C:/Users/Public/Doc /A ¥/l 1 Al
201‘/0559{! o : Welded
Data/Materials/LukeMateriallibrary2013.adsklib |, . .

8) Then drag and drop any materials you want into the document materials section

[ Search Q]
Document Materials ) Bi=-
Name ~ Category
L Generic Misc
A v) LukeMateriallibrary2013 v \ Bis-
v Home = ~ Category -
»ém&:s:wn ial L & Pt
D e oy ack Plastic
2 Ihite Plastic =
1l

Aluminum 6061

Aluminum 6061, Welded Metak: Welded
Aluminum 6061-AHC Metak: Aluminum
Brass, Soft Yellow Metal

Brass, Soft Yellow, Welded Metal: Welded
Bronze, Cast Metal

Bronze, Soft Tin Metal =
Cadline Cast Iron Uncategorized
CFRP Plastic

Concrete Concrete

Copper, Alloy Metal

Copper, Cast Metal

Copper, Wrought Metal

Generic Misc

GFRC Concrete

Glass Glass

Gold Metal

Iron, Cast Metal: Iron

Iron, Ductile Metal: Iron

Iron, Gray Metal: Iron

Iron, Malleable Metat: Iron

LCP Plastic Plastic

Lead Metal
Matenalinv_013 Metal
Matenialinv_066 Wood s

- @

Metak: Aluminum
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9) Save the document (with the materials still in it) — call it ‘My Materials.ipt’ if you like.

10) Then close the document. Open the projects dialogue and restore system default libraries. Then right click and also
remove your old library, and save and close the project file.

Projects

Project name f Project location

v CAD WIP C:\CAD WIPY
Default
Examples CHEXAMPLESY
Interactive Tutarials Ci\UsersPublic\Documents\Autodesk\Inventor 20 14\Interactive Tutorial',

!3 Type = Single User n | A|
[ab] Location = C:\CAD WIPY
) Included file =
of® Use Style Library = Read-Write
@ Appearance Libraries
= @;3 Material Libraigas
i Autodesk Mz Add Library
é LukeMates Restore Systemn Default
5 Workspace
@ Workgroup Search Paths
@ Libraries
() Frequently Used Subfolders

[dJ

+]

m

N

i

Mew ] [ Browse... l | Save | | Apply | l Done

—

11) Close and restart Inventor (This shouldn’t be required, but you may receive an error with the Inventor Material Library
if you do not restart Inventor at this point).

12) Open your ‘My Materials.ipt’ file.

13) Copy the materials by dragging and dropping out of the Document Materials into the Inventor Material Library. MAKE

SURE you right click on it to ‘release’ it after you have made the changes. (The pencil symbol shows until the library is
released).
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[::ea'm Ql
Document Materials > B i=-
Name ~ Category
[ Generic Misc
f v) Inventor Rl LW ~ ) Bi=-
Y “;;:mm Name ~ Category —
= ) ABS Plastic Plastic
PIE Autodesk Material etal Resin, Black Plastic
Acetal Resin, White Plastic
Adamantium Uncategorized Lt]i%]]
Aluminum 6061 Metak Aluminum
Aluminum 6061, Welded Metak Welded g
Aluminum 6061-AHC Metal: Al
Brass, Soft Yeliow Metal
Brass, Soft Yellow, Welded Metak Welded
Bronze, Cast Metal
Bronze, Soft Tin Metal r
CFRP Plastic
Concrete Concrete
Copper Metal
Copper, Alloy Metal
Copper, Cast Metal
Copper, Wrought Metal
Genernic Misc
GFRC Concrete
Glass Glass
Gold Metal
Iron, Cast Metal: Iron
Iron, Ductile Metal: Iron
lron, Gray Metal: Iron
Iron, Malleable Metak kron
LCP Plastic Plastic
Lead Metal
Nickel-Copper Alloy 400 Metal
Nylon 6/6 Plastic -
- @

Hopefully this works fine for you. However, for future releases you may wish to consider setting up a separate company material

library in order to ease the process of material migration!

Note: As an alternative to this method you can add your chosen materials into the ‘Favorites’ library.

Also Note: Error messages such as this should be
avoided by using this method. If you still receive

a message like this note that you cannot point to any
.adsklib file and a copy of that file at the same time
with the project file. Remove one library, restart

Inventor and reopen the Material Browser.

Material

Autodesk Inventor Professional - Open Protein Library
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